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PROFILE

Dynamic professional with 22 years of experience in the field of teaching, scientific research and project management. Vocation with several academic institutions in New Zealand, Sweden, Seychelles, India, Micronesia and contribute to the advancement of knowledge in the field of environmental science, agriculture, ecology and conservation biology. Extremely versatile and eager to contribute towards organization’s advancement. Possess excellent analytical, problem solving, coordination, communication, interpersonal and supervision skills.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

Research Scientist/Consultant 


· Expertise in developing written materials, making presentations, maintaining databases and entering data, facilitating groups, and conducting outreach and assistance

· Possess good writing and interpersonal skills

· Work effectively with scientists, engineers, and policy makers and to establish professional credibility

· Well organized, dedicated, able to handle a high degree of detailed information and data, high energy, and a self starter

· Ability to work independently and as part of a team

· Willing to adjust schedule as required by work load

· Working knowledge of federal, state and local regulations

· Detail oriented and have multi-tasking abilities

· Excellent verbal and written communication skills

Educator

· Evaluate and grade students' class work, assignments, papers, student learning outcomes

· Advise students on academic, vocational curricula and on career issues

· Compile, administer, and grade examinations, or assign this work to others

· Initiate, facilitate, and moderate classroom discussions

· Maintain regular schedule office hours in order to advise and assist students 

· Maintain student attendance records, grades, and other required records 

· Plan, evaluate and revise curricula, course content-materials and instruction methods

· Plan and implement curriculum, activity schedules and vocabulary development

· Experience in teaching and classroom management

· Enforce all administration policies and rules governing education

CAREER PROGRESSION

Research Scientist/Associate Professor

College of Micronesia-FSM, Yap State Campus, Federated States of Micronesia
       Jan 2002 - to date

Detailed description of job

· Heads the Agricultural Experiment Station of College of Micronesia-FSM, a multicultural educational institution

· Teach courses in environmental science and agriculture

· Conduct environment and agriculture surveys and gather data to assess contemporary state of environment and agriculture and develop technical report

· Develop grant proposals and maintain internal and external collaborations 

· Train local manpower and implement environmental and agricultural projects of significance 

· Advise the Resources and Development on technical matters in environment and agriculture 

· Conduct extension workshops and prepare training modules and leaflets

· Analyze research findings and publish them in scientific journals or present in international conferences

Environmental Consultant

Environmental Management Consultancy (Pty) Ltd., Victoria, Seychelles 
Mar 1998 – Sep 2000

Detailed description of job

•
Environmental Impact Assessment process including: 


consultations with statutory bodies


environmental interest groups and public, 

scoping studies

address concerns of the public on issues such as landscape quality and visual impact assessment,

ecological impact assessment,

assessment of impacts on surface and groundwater quality,

assessment of impacts on soils and agricultural viability, 

socio-economic impact assessment

preparation of environmental impact statement for clients

· Environmental Management System Auditing (internal)

· Bioengineering and slope stabilization

· Coastal erosion management

Research Fellow/Assistant Professor 

The M.S. University of Baroda, Gujarat, India
 



Aug 1986 – Mar 1998

Detailed description of job

· Research leading to Doctorate degree

· Teaching graduate (Botany and Zoology) and postgraduate students in Botany 

EDUCATION

Diploma in Landscape Design - 2006

Professional Career Development Institute, Georgia, USA; US Equivalency: Grade: A+

PG Diploma in Environmental Education and Management - 1997

University of Hyderabad, India; US Equivalency: Bachelor’s Degree; GPA: 3.37

PhD in Botany - 1994

University of Baroda, Gujarat, India; US Equivalency: Earned Doctorate

Master of Science in Botany- 1985

Gandhiji University, Kerala, India; US Equivalency: Master’s Degree; GPA: 4.00

Bachelor of Science in Botany - 1983

University of Kerala, India; US Equivalency: Bachelor’s Degree; GPA: 3.36

All credentials are evaluated for US Equivalency by World Education Services, Inc., New York and International Academic Credential Evaluation, Inc., Texas, USA

TRAININGS-COURSES

1. Certificate in Agroterrorism Extension-level training, Kentucky Department of Agriculture, USA - 
2005

2. Certificate in Plant Biosecurity Management Course, EDEN, US Department of Agriculture - 
2005

3. Certificate in ISO 14000 Environmental Management System Internal Auditing, DNV Dubai, UAE - 
2000

4. Certificate in Quality Management System Auditing QMS ISO 9000:2000, MNQC, Dubai, UAE -  
2000

POPULAR ARTICLES

1. Murukesan, V.K. 1998. ISO 14000 Standards: New Operation tool for environmental management. The People Weekly, 24 July; Seychelles.

2. Murukesan, V.K. 1999. Environmental auditing for eco-friendly business. Seychelles Nation Daily, 6 Feb; Seychelles. 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION

1. Member, Ecological Society of America

2. International Society for Ecology

CONFERENCES/SYMPOSIUMS

1. Noni Search 2008: Noni for Nutrition and Health, 3rd National Symposium on Noni, Oct 18-19, 2008, New Delhi, India

2. Ecological Society of America 93rd Annual Meeting; Aug 2-9, 2008; Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

3. USDA Program Directors Meeting and Southern Agriculture Working Group Meeting, Jan 16-21, 2008; Louisville, Kentucky, USA

4. USDA Program Directors Meeting and Southern Sustainable Agriculture Working Group Conference; Jan 24-29, 2007; Louisville, Kentucky, USA

5. Ecological Society of America 90th Annual Meeting; Aug 7-12, 2005; Montreal, Canada

6. UN Conference on Small island Developing States; Jan 10-14, 2005: Port Louis, Mauritius

SEMINARS/TRAINING COURSES

1. Integrated Pest Management Workshop (Participant); Oct 6-8, 2008; Guam, USA

2. Noni Processing, Marketing, and Field Training Workshop for Yap (Facilitator); June 25-29, 2007; Yap, Micronesia

3. STEP UP AND SPEAK UP, Policy Training Workshop (Facilitator); Aug 7, 2005; Montreal Canada

4. Regional Workshop on Agricultural Technologies (Organizer & Facilitator); Apr 9-13, 2005; Kosrae, Micronesia

5. Regional Biotechnology Working Group Meeting (Country Representative); Feb 14-17; 2005; Nadi, Fiji

6. Nematode Training Workshop (Trainee); Dec 1-5, 2003; Los Banos, Philippines

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Island Environment Resource person; Agricultural Extension and Education; Jan 2002 – to date; Yap Island, Micronesia

AWARDS/PRIZES/HONORS

1. Citation in Marquis ‘Who’s Who in Science and Engineering,’ 9th Ed., 2006-2007; USA

2. Visiting Fellowship from Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden; Sept 1993

3. Prince and Princess of Wales Science Award from Royal Society of New Zealand; Apr 1991

4. Senior Research Fellowship from Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, New Delhi; Jun 1990

5. Junior Research Fellowship from University Grants Commission, New Delhi; Aug 1986

RESEARCH PROJECTS

1. Potential of simplified hydroponics to improve health and economic prospects of Yapese community, Federated States of Micronesia: A feasibility study: USDA-CSREES, # MIR-COMF 27 (2002-2006; $135,750.00)

2. Vegetable production through simplified hydroponics micro-gardens to enhance the livelihood of displaced Gargey community on Yap.  US Department of Agriculture Competitive Grant ($ 2005-2006-2009; 119,552.00)

3. Documentation of yam (Dioscorea spp) diversity and associated traditional knowledge systems in Yap State, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM). USDA-CSREES, #MIR-COMF 28 (2002-2005; 

$ 98,500.00)

4. A qualitative examination of groundwater from Yap and some of its neighboring islands. US Geological Survey & WERI, Guam (2005-2006; $ 30,113.60.00)

5. Assessment of the occurrence and damage potential of plant-parasitic nematodes associated with the major food crops on Yap USDA-CSREES (2005-2008; $ 31,250.00)

6. Production agriculture of Noni (Morinda citrifolia L.) to promote commercialization and small-scale private sector development on Yap (2006-2008; $ 100,832.00)

7. Screening swamp taro cultivars under field conditions for resistance to corm rot induced by burrowing nematode Radopholus similis. USDA-CSREES, #MIR-COMF37 (2007-2011; $79,420.00)
8. Evaluation of intra-varietal diversity in Morinda citrifolia L. var. citrifolia L. from Yap Island. USDA-CSREES, #MIR-COMF38 (2007-2010; $64,720.00)
SKILLS

Languages: 
English, Hindi, Malayalam

Office:

Office Management

Computer:
MS Office, Internet and E-mail applications

Technical:
Project Management, Scientific Communication

Managerial:
Ability to work independently and as a team

Advanced:
Environmental Consulting, Scientific Research

Other:

Teaching and Classroom Management, Academic and Career Counseling

PERSONAL DETAILS

Nationality: 

Indian 
 
     

Date of Birth: 

18 September 1962              

Marital Status: 

Married

