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Profile

I am an ESL teacher with fifteen years of experience, working in several different countries. Being employed in both the public and private sectors, I have taught students aged between two to seventy five in a variety of teaching environments, from regular “classroom” to one-on-one situations. Over the years, I have used a variety of textbooks and teaching methodologies and have experience of using classroom technology such as Promethean interactive boards. In Japan, I was rewarded for my teaching ability when chosen to become a nationally-recognised EIKEN Interview Teacher. Also, during my time in Japan, I worked to develop my language skills in Japanese and have passed two proficiency exams in that subject.
Employment history:

From October 2014-February 2015

Country: United Arab Emirates

Employer Activity: Business recruitment

Position held: English Instructor. Teaching English to ADEC school supervisors and teachers in order to raise their IELTS scores. So far we have started the program using the Unlock series of textbooks, before moving on to more specific IELTS course books. Other duties included the proctoring and marking of tests, creating extra materials and producing student progress reports.

From July 2013- October 2014   Saudi Aramco

Country: Saudi Arabia (Jeddah)

Employer Activity: Oil and gas, education

Position held: Advanced ITC Instructor. Being in charge of between seven to twenty students, my responsibilities during the 45-minute classes include taking attendance, marking tests, evaluating submissions and grades, and constant work on the upgrading of lesson materials. The training centre uses textbooks such as the Q-Skills series, the Interactions series, Betty Azar’s grammar series as well as Aramco’s own books on health and safety, sub-technical reading and company core values. Teachers are, however, given leeway to supplement these texts with their own materials.

From May 2011-July 2012   National Institute of Technology

Country:  Saudi Arabia

Employer activity: Education

Position held: ESL Instructor. Being in charge of classes of between 10-30 students, my responsibilities during the 50-minute classes included taking attendance, marking tests, making grades and the giving and marking of homework. The college used an old Aramco syllabus as a base on which to teach classes (using all four language skills) but teachers were encouraged to supplement this with their own lesson materials/ideas. One grammar period per day was also taught and the texts we used were Betty Azar’s Basic English Grammar and Fundamentals of English Grammar.
Reason for leaving: My visa expired.

From September 2010 to April 2011 DEC School

Country: Ukraine

Employer Activity: Education

Position held: ESL teacher. I was in charge of classes varying in age range from four to sixteen. Classes lasted for either 90 or 60 minutes, depending on the age being taught. My responsibilities included the taking of attendance, the marking of tests and the writing of quarterly reports to parents. Textbooks used varied depending on the class being taught. We used the Upstream and Challenges series as well as the My first English Adventure for younger learners.

Reason for leaving: The opportunity arose to work at a higher education establishment.

From July 2009 to June 2010 (& December 2012 to January 2013) Berlitz Language School, Hamamatsu

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Position held: ESL teacher. My position largely involved the teaching of 40-minute classes one-to-one or to small groups of differing ages and abilities using the Berlitz teaching method.  I also taught off-site to a class of elementary school children, again using the Berlitz (children’s) textbook and materials (such as flashcards and posters). 

Reason for leaving: I was leaving Japan 

From April 2008 to April 2010 Chunichi Bunka Centre, Hamamatsu-Shi

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education and media

Position held: ESL teacher. My position involved the teaching of a 90-minute class to a small group of adults of varying English abilities. Materials were largely supplied by my employer although I was free to add my own resources where I felt necessary.

Reason for leaving: My contract finished and I was leaving Japan 

From April 2009 to March 2010 Seirei Community College, Hamamatsu-Shi

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Position held: ESL teacher. My position involved teaching groups of up to 12 adults for 90-minute classes once a week. The college I worked at mainly used the Topic Talk series of textbooks for lessons, although we were given the freedom to supplement these texts with our own materials.

Reason for leaving: My contract finished and I was leaving Japan 

From May 2008 to May 2009 Asaka English school, Hamamatsu-Shi

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Position held: ESL teacher. At Asaka I mainly taught ESL to younger learners, varying in age between three and fifteen. Regarding the youngest of these classes we used the Let’s Go series of textbooks, whereas with elementary school and junior high school children I followed a curriculum laid down by the school. I was, though, given permission to supplement the school’s materials with my own and so would often use board games, flashcards and worksheets from my own collection of resources. Responsibilities also included taking attendance and the giving of end of semester interviews to gauge the students’ performance over the previous semester as well as any discipline problems that arose.

Reason for leaving: My one-year contract finished and the school wanted a full-time teacher.

From January 2007 to April 2008 Four Seasons Language School, Hamamatsu-Shi

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Positions held: ESL teacher and ALT (Assistant Language Teacher). For one year I was contracted to the Hamamatsu City Board of Education to teach English at elementary and junior high schools in the Futamata/Tenryu part of the city. The position involved teaching classes, in theory together with a Japanese teacher, however in practice this often meant taking the classes myself. Class sizes varied from 2 (a special needs class) up to 40 and the students were not streamed. At junior high I had to broadly follow the New Crown series of textbooks, although was free to supplement this with my own materials such as flashcards, (board) games and worksheets. At elementary school, I was given a broad curriculum plan to follow from my supervisor at the school. I used both the materials the school had accumulated over the years, plus my own resources.

Reason for leaving: My contract finished. 

From April 2005 to January 2007 Seien Girls' School, Hamamatsu-shi

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Positions held: ESL teacher. My main responsibility at Seien included was teaching ESL to mainly junior high school girls of varying levels in 50-minute classes. I primarily used the Side By Side textbook, although I was free to supplement lessons with my own materials.  Classes totalled about 600 hundred students and were divided into groups of 20/21. Sub-responsibilities included marking of classwork and homework, the making and marking of (mainly) listening tests, the making of grades for each of the two semesters and dealing with any discipline issues that arose. Within my grade (junior high, 3rd grade) I was also a sub-homeroom teacher with responsibilities of discipline and appearance. I also sat in on grade and full staff meetings.

Reason for leaving: Personal reasons.

From April 2004 to March 2005 Altia Central, Nagoya

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education.

Position held: ALT (Assistant Language Teacher).  For one year I was contracted to the Iwata City Board of Education (through Altia Central) to teach English at elementary and junior high schools in different parts of Iwata city. The position involved teaching classes, in theory together with a Japanese teacher, however in practice this often meant taking the classes myself.  Class sizes varied from 5 (a special needs class) up to 40 and the students were not streamed. At junior high I had to broadly follow the New Crown series of textbooks, although was free to supplement this with my own materials such as flashcards, (board) games and worksheets. At elementary school, I was free to use the teaching materials supplied by Altia. These included over 200 flashcards, books, worksheets and songs. To these I also added my own resources when I felt it necessary.

Reason for leaving: The opportunity to have my own classes at Seien Girls' School came along and I wanted to test myself at the next level.

From August 2002 to March 2004 Peppy Kids Club, Nagoya

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Position held: ESL teacher.  I taught ESL to children aged between three to fifteen, in groups of no more than twelve students. Largely following the Peppy curriculum I taught grammar, vocabulary and “key sentences”.  Especially with older classes students would practice all four of the basic skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking. Other responsibilities included the taking of attendance and dealing with any discipline problems, which I would then have to report directly to parents.

Reason for leaving: I wanted to work in a public school environment again. 

From July 1999 to July 2002 Hamamatsu Minami high school, Hamamatsu-Shi, Shizuoka-ken

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Position held: ALT (Assistant Language Teacher). My primary responsibility was to teach classes of no more than 21 high students (chiefly first grade) ESL from one of the textbooks provided by the Ministry of Education. In theory the position involved working alongside another Japanese English Teacher in the classroom. However, this often meant being asked to take classes on my own with the freedom to use my own resources as long as it corresponded to what was to be studied in that particular lesson. Other responsibilities included helping with the creation of listening tests (and sometimes help with marking), the marking of English diaries and regular attendance at English Club at school, once a week. During my final year I was also permitted to join the third grade students’ school trip to Kyushu, where I had the responsibility of watching over a small group of students assigned to me. I also attended conferences with the JET Program during which I was asked to give presentations on two different occasions. 

Reason for leaving: My contract finished 

Other positions held:

From June, 2006 to June 2010   EIKEN (Test in Practical English Proficiency) Interview Teacher

Country: Japan

Employer Activity: Education

Positions held: Interview Teacher. Up to three times a year I was called upon by the Ministry Of Education to conduct interviews to individuals of all ages to gauge their English proficiency within my city (Hamamatsu). The interview test involved reading a text (the length of which depended on the level being tested) and then answering questions which I had been given beforehand. Again, depending on the level, the tests could last from anything from two to about seven minutes. Examinees would be evaluated in terms of content/coherency, pronunciation/intonation and vocabulary/grammar and word usage, with five points being awarded for a top score, going down to one point. A maximum of five points would also be awarded for “attitude”.

Higher education:

From September 1991 to July 1994 College: Manchester Metropolitan University

Course taken: Politics with Economics

Results: B.A. (Hons.) Degree 2:1 

Academic Merit, Scholarships and other distinctions:

In Japan I am recognised as an "EIKEN" interview teacher. These nationwide examinations are held thrice-yearly and I regularly took part in these examinations for about four years (2006-2010).    

English Language Teaching Certification: 

October 29th- November 23rd:  CELTA course taken at International House, Kiev, Ukraine.

Qualification gained: Grade: Pass

February 2002 to May 2002: TEFL course taken through Tokyo Language Arts College.

Type of course: Correspondence course

Subjects studied: Teaching English as a Foreign Language

Qualifications gained: Grade: B 

Further information:

I have been teaching for over fifteen years now and have learnt so much about that profession as well as about myself. I'm somebody who's constantly striving to improve both as a teacher and a person. When I first went to Japan I wasn't sure what I wanted to do with the rest of my life. However, I found a job I love and can pour my heart and soul into. Even now I still get that "buzz" when a lesson goes well or when a student understands that little something I'm trying to communicate. However, I am looking for the opportunity to further challenge myself in different teaching environments. I consider myself to be passionate about teaching, flexible and the, and the opportunity to learn new ideas and techniques, as well as interacting with different kinds of students really excites me.   

