KATE
Kate.26255@2freemail.com 




ATTORNEY

House Counsel/Corporate Counsel
Comprehensive Knowledge and Business Vision In:
CORPORATE LAW   •   REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS   •   REGULATORY COMPLIANCE   •    CONTRACT LAW     CORPORATE ORGANIZATION/GOVERNANCE    •     REAL ESTATE REGISTRATION/TITLE/LICENSING
RESEARCH & ANALYSIS   •   PROPERTY LAW   •    CONTRACT NEGOTIATION/DRAFTING/MANAGEMENT


PROFILE
Highly motivated, globally traveled, dynamic legal professional, with excellent commercial acumen & 13 years’ demonstrated experience & expertise in strategic legal drafting, analysis, systems development/management, negotiation & litigation in the fields of real estate, contract and corporate law.


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
ENGEL & VOELKERS FLORIDA RESIDENTIAL, LLC., Naples, Florida, U.S.A.


    2007-Present
In-House Legal & Contract Manager
· Negotiate, draft & close all License Contracts, for a Company record of 25 new Real Estate Brokerages in State of Florida; 

· Develop & manage Master Contract & Compliance System; direct Expansion Team & Licensees on all legal issues;
· Incorporate, license & register new Brokerages, develop & enforce legal/regulatory/corporate compliance systems;

· Establish in-house Real Estate Closing & Title Company & close a wide range of residential/commercial transactions in State of Florida. 
· Appointed Statewide Compliance Officer, for real estate & franchise regulatory issues; selected legal liaison, reporting to Officers & counsel at both New York & Hamburg, Germany Corporate HQ’s; supervise outside counsel projects & dispute resolution;

LAW OFFICES OF KATE G. BURNETT, P.A., Naples, Florida, U.S.A. 



     2003-Present
Managing Partner/Real Estate Closing, Title & Escrow Agent 
· Set-up & successfully operate full-service real estate law firm & Title Insurance Company;

· Draft, review & negotiate Real Estate Sales & Lease Contracts for Brokers/Agents/Buy-Owners/Developers;
· Conduct market research, CMA’s & organize business structures for property acquisition/conveyance & fully negotiate all required Contracts/Leases; review Condo/Planned Community Assn Declaration, Articles & By-Laws;
· Provide full spectrum Real Estate Settlement services: Land Title searches, examine & register Land Records, issue Title Insurance Policy, complete loan/finance & document preparation & provide full financial Escrow Services, for U.S. & international clients & Developers.
WATSON & LENTNER, P.A., Ft Lauderdale, Florida, U.S.A. 




       2000-2003
Senior Associate  
· Recruited to litigate from start to finish over 500 insurance fraud lawsuits, successfully obtain judgments, settlements & unprecedented punitive damages awards against multiple insurance carriers;
· Litigate & prevail in multiple Class Action & Bad Faith Insurance suits at Trial Court and Appellate levels; fully brief & argue over 200 Appeals, resulting in unprecedented attorney fee & damages awards;
· Senior researcher & drafter, develop firm Pleading & Brief Bank & supervise & train junior Associates & paralegals. 
TOLGEYSI, KATZ, HANKIN & KATZ, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, U.S.A.



       1999-2000
Associate, Construction & Insurance Law Division 
· Manage full caseload, research, draft pleadings, motion practice, discovery, contested court hearings/trial & appeals – complex torts, insurance & construction/mechanics lien & defect cases;

· Extensive research & drafting on construction disputes, insurance coverage and mediation/arbitration;
· Develop Firm Appellate Division for Civil Appeals & supervise junior Associates. 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT, Miami, Florida, U.S.A.




       1996-1999
Staff Attorney/Judicial Clerk 
· Perform complex research & analysis, draft Briefs, Memoranda, Orders/Opinions for Presiding Judges on Mass/Toxic Torts, Insurance, Zoning, Product Liability & Class Action Suits; trial/hearing Judicial Assistant.
MIRANT CORP. (fka CEPA, ASIA, LTD.)  Hong Kong & Indonesia



       1995-1996
Legal Clerk 
· Assist in review, revision, compliance with fuel supply Contracts for largest Asian IPP, servicing its Regional Power Station developments in China, Philippines, Pakistan & Indonesia. 



EDUCATION
NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY, SHEPARD BROAD LAW CENTER,

Fort Lauderdale, FLORIDA, USA

Juris Doctor, May 1995
     Class Rank: Top 20%  :  49/250 

Academic Honors:

√ Dean’s List, Top 15%, Winter 1993; 1994; 1995; Fall 1994    √  Winner Best Brief, Moot Court Competition
√ Book Award/Highest Grade, Civil Procedure 1993                √ Certificate of Excellence, Civil Clinic 1994

√ Recipient of Florida Bar Public Interest Environmental Scholarship 1995

UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND


Johannesburg, SOUTH AFRICA


Bachelor of Arts (Eng & Law), December 1992 
ISLAND SCHOOL





Hong Kong, HONG KONG  



O-Levels & A-Levels, June 1986 & 1988

GLENEALY JUNIOR SCHOOL



Hong Kong, HONG KONG



1979-1981

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S SCHOOL
Manama, BAHRAIN  




1977-1979


LICENSES, CERTIFICATIONS & PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Admitted Member Florida Bar, 1996   •   Admitted Member U.S. Federal District Court, So. Dist. of FL., 1999       Admitted Member 11th Circuit U.S. Federal Court of Appeals, 1999
Certified & Licensed Real Estate Title Insurance Agent, Florida Attorneys Title Insurance Fund, 2005
Licensed Florida Real Estate Sales Associate 2006   •   Notary Public, State of Florida – Atlantic Bonding
Florida Bar Association - Appellate Practice & Real Estate Sections   •   Collier County Bar Association 

 Attorneys Title Insurance Fund   •   National Notary Association  •  Florida Association of Realtors  •  National Association of Realtors  • Naples Area Board of Realtors



References Available on Request
