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Personal Information 

Languages: Fluent in English and Arabic.

Academic History

a.  Earned Degrees 
· Ph.D., University of Abertay Dundee, United Kingdom (2002) for a thesis entitled: ‘Epidemiology & Economic Impact of Road Traffic Accidents in the United Arab Emirates’.

· B.Sc. in Economics, Faculty of Economics & Social Studies, Khartoum University, Republic of Sudan (1983).

Employment / Research History 

A.  List of Employment History

1.
Research Coordinator/Research Fellow. Roadway Transportation and Traffic Safety Research Centre, Research Affairs Sector, United Arab Emirates University, from 2003 till present.  

2.
Research Fellow/Academic Administrator. Department of Community Medicine, Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences, UAE University, from 1991 till present. 

Current responsibilities at the UAE University: 

a. Teaching 

I contribute in teaching undergraduate and graduate students in the areas of Epidemiology and Health Economics and as follows:

Epidemiology: in addition to the core principles, my contribution includes advising on scientific research design, formulation of research questions, strategies of power and sample analysis, descriptive and analytical statistical methods, preparation of study instruments, design of databases, collection, processing and transformation of data, statistical analysis using SPSS, and reporting of descriptive and analytic research results. 

Health Economics: in addition to the basic principles of economics my contribution includes advising on economic evaluation methods in health care and safety, including: models of Cost Analysis, Cost Minimisation Analysis, Cost Effectiveness Analysis, Cost Utility Analysis and Cost Benefit Analysis, supplemented by applied research assessing the societal impact (epidemiological and economic impact) of roadway crash injuries and deaths in the UAE. 

Mentoring of MPhil/PhD Students: successfully co-supervised two PhD students and two MSc. students. Currently co-supervising two UAE students, studying for MPhil/PhD at UK universities. 
b. Research, academic and Consultation Assignments 

Experienced in the areas of road safety promotion and evaluation, vehicle safety research from mass data analysis and management and analysis of road crash databases. Recently discharged the following scientific responsibilities:

i. Visiting Academic to the American University of Cairo. (April 26 – May 5,  2007). Invited and co-sponsored by WHO-EMRO, the Social Research Centre of the American University in Cairo and the International Union for Scientific Studies in Populations (IUSSP) to join specialists and experts in social and community health research in the Middle East, to explore ways in which social determinants impact health and to provide evidence base on which health and social policies on Health Inequity could be formulated and advised.

ii. UAEU Representative, nominated by HE Assistant Provost for Scientific Research and endorsed by HE the Vice Chancellor, to a conference entitled “Education and Traffic Safety”, organized by Naif University for Security Sciences in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during 13-15 December, 2006. 
iii. UAEU Representative, nominated by HE AP for Scientific Research and endorsed by HE the Vice Chancellor, to the UAE National Organizational Committee for Traffic Safety Awareness, during January-March, 2007.

iv. Co-Investigator. (2005-7). Supervising and coordinating an ongoing  collaborative research project sponsored by the Research Affairs Sector of the UAEU and Al-Ain Traffic Police Directorate, to investigate the Causal Factors of Morbidity and Mortality in Motor Vehicle Crashes in Al-Ain district, UAE. 

v. Principal Consultant. (2005-2006). To supervise and coordinate a Feasibility Study of Police Ambulance Services in Umm Al-Quwain Emirate of the United Arab Emirate: a joint project with Lancashire Ambulance, funded by the Government of Umm Al-Quwain, UAE. 

vi. Co-Investigator. (2004-7). To coordinate and co-supervise a collaborative project entitled: In-depth Crash Analysis of motor vehicle crashes in the United Arab Emirates. A project funded by General Motors’ Australian subsidiary (Holden) and supervised jointly by Monash Accidents Research Center and the Research Affairs Sector of the UAE University. 

vii. Co-Investigator. (2003-2004). To co-investigate the Economic Costs of Diabetes Complications in Al-Ain District of the United Arab Emirates. A project supervised by Dr. Fatma Al-Maskari, acting Chairman of Community Medicine; funded by the Research Affairs Sector of the UAE University (Project No. 01-14-8-11/04). 

viii. Co-Investigator. (2002-2003). To co-investigate the Prevalence of Complications among Diabetics in Al-Ain Medical District. A project supervised by Dr. Fatma Al-maskari, acting Chairman of Community Medicine; funded by the Scientific Research Affairs Sector of the UAE University. 02-8-11/02.

ix. Visiting Academic to Monash University. (August, 2002). Delegated by the UAE University, to the Accidents Research Center of Monash University (MUARC) in Melbourne – Australia, to coordinate a collaborative research project on Roadway Safety Promotion in the UAE, sponsored by General Motors (Holden).

x. Reviewer. (2002 - ). Referee to the US-based international journal ‘Accidents Analysis and Prevention’. 

c. Administrative Academic and Research Duties at UAEU 

1.
Currently I work as Research Coordinator for ‘Roadway Transportation and Traffic Safety Research Centre’ of the UAE University. Duties include, negotiating with community stakeholders for research and consultancy services, advising research themes, writing up research and consultancy protocols, coordinating financial support for multi-disciplinary research projects, administration, follow up and implementation of filed research projects, etc. That is in addition to the analysis, reporting and writing up of reports and scientific papers. 

2.
As Academic Administrator, I am also responsible for the daily management of the Department of Community Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences of the UAE University. Duties include organising and facilitating academic support for undergraduate and postgraduate medical students and staff in community-based research projects, coordination of multi-disciplinary research projects and administration and follow up of filed research projects. My duties also include, securing logistic support, negotiating official approvals and permission to access data and information, planning, managing and reconciliation of research budgets, supervising support staff, etc.
d. Previous Experience 

1.
Executive Officer to the Board of Directors of Sudan Shipping Line Ltd. - Sudan, 1984-1988. During the period I undertook training in commercial business (shipping, insurance, stock exchange and banking) in various European countries, including: Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, United Kingdom and Italy.

2.
Research Assistant at Khartoum University Center for Economic Research & Development, 1983-1984. During the period I contributed in a field research assessing the Societal and Health Impact of the Eritrea and Ethiopian refugees in the Eastern District of Sudan (Funded by the UNDP: BRC/QEH Working Papers on Refugees, Vol. 2, No.1.). 
e. Awards and International Sponsorship

Throughout the period I received several international sponsorships in recognition to research activities:

· In 1996 I was sponsored by the US Department of Health and Human Services and the CDC to take a locally supervised self-instructional course in Principles of Epidemiology (worth CEU 3.5). 

· In October 1999, I was sponsored by the WHO Collaborating Center on Community Safety Promotion at Karolinska Institute, Stockholm – Sweden, to attend the 2nd International PhD Course on Safety Promotion Research, where I received a certificate of accomplishment worth two credit points. 
· In February 2002, I received a WHO sponsorship to attend the 1st Asian Regional Conference on Safe Communities in Suwon - Republic of South Korea, where I presented my paper on ‘Trends of morbidity and mortality from road traffic accidents in the UAE during 1977-1998’. 

· In July, 2002 I was selected by the US based international journal ‘Accidents Analysis and Prevention’ to serve as a referee. 

Research Publications 

i. Dissertation and Reports

1.  (2006). Feasibility Study of Police Ambulance Services in Umm Al-Quwain Emirate of the United Arab Emirates. A joint project with Lancashire Ambulance, funded by the Government of Umm Al-Quwain, UAE. 

2.  (2002). Economic Impact of Road Traffic Accidents in the United Arab Emirates. (Ph.D. Thesis). (Available upon request from the British Library). 

ii. Recent and upcoming research Publications
I was a principal author and co-author in a number of international peer-reviewed papers, including:

1. Obineche E. Prevalence and determinants of Microalbuminuria among Diabetic Patients in the United Arab Emirates. BMC Family Practice (In Press).
2. Prevalence of risk factors for diabetic foot complications. BMC Family Practice, 2007 Oct 10;8 (1):59.
3. Norman JN. The prevalence of macrovascular complications among diabetic patients in the United Arab Emirates. Cardiovascular Diabetology. 2007 Sep 19; 6 (1): 24. 

4. Prevalence of diabetic retinopathy in the United Arab Emirates: a cross-sectional survey. BMC Ophthalmology. 2007 Jun 16; 7:11. 
5. Prevalence of diabetes mellitus and its complications in a population-based sample in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates. Diabetes Res Clin Pract. 2007 Dec; 78(3):369-377.
6.  (2007) Morbidity and Mortality from Motor Vehicle Crashes in the Eastern Region of Abu Dhabi. (Under Review). 

7. The Economic Impact of Road Traffic Accidents in the UAE during 2006: A Comprehensive Analysis. (Under review). 
8. The Effectiveness of the Seatbelt Legislation in the UAE. Journal of Accidents Analysis and Prevention. 36:399-404. 

9. Road Traffic Accidents in the United Arab Emirates: Trends of Morbidity and Mortality during 1977-1998; Journal of Accidents Analysis & Prevention. 34(4); 465-476 (cited in several international published papers, the WHO-EMRO and other international websites).
10. The Translation into Arabic and Revalidation of a Fatigue Questionnaire. Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal. 5 (3); 504-514 

11. Telematics in Undergraduate Teaching; Journal of Medical Education. 29:403-406.

7. Books and other Publications

1. Emergency First Aid for Remote and Hazardous Settings. ISBN 1-4120-2620-2. Trafford: Victoria, Canada (2005).       

2. Emergency First Aid in Road Traffic              Accidents. (In Arabic). ISBN 977-5709-05-9. Silver Information Services: Cairo (1996).     

3. The Impact of Eritrea Refugees in Kassala Province of Eastern Sudan: An Economic Assessment, (BRC/QEH Working Papers on Refugees). Vol. 2, No.1.

8. Dissertation and Major Reports

3. Feasibility Study of Police Ambulance Services in Umm Al-Quwain Emirate of the United Arab Emirates. A joint project with Lancashire Ambulance, funded by the Government of Umm Al-Quwain, UAE. 

4. Epidemiology and Economic Impact of Road Traffic Accidents in the United Arab Emirates. (Ph.D. Thesis). (Available at FMHS and Zayed National libraries and upon request from the British Library). 
9. Conference presentations and s Attendance 

Throughout recent years I attended a number of local, regional and international conferences, to present my research, including:

1.  (2007). “Environmental and Socioeconomic Exposures to Vulnerable Road Users in the United Arab Emirates: Implications on Health and Safety”. A presentation delivered at a Specialist Workshop organized by the WHO-EMRO, the Center for Social Studies (SRC) of the American University in Cairo and the IUSSP during the period April 28 to May 5, 2007.

2.  (2007). “Roadway Safety Priorities in the UAE”. A presentation delivered at a Symposium on “Traffic Safety Awareness in the UAE”, organized by RTTSRC in collaboration with the UAE Women Association and Abu Dhabi Police Directorate in the UAEU Social Club in Al-Ain on 27th February, 2007. 

3.  (2006). “Analysis of Causal Factors of Morbidity and Mortality from Roadway Crashes in Al-Ain, United Arab Emirates”. A presentation delivered at a conference entitled “Education and Traffic Safety”, organized by Naif University for Security Sciences in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during 13-15 December, 2006. 

4.  (2006). “Morbidity and Mortality of Motor Vehicle Crashes in Al-Ain, UAE”. A presentation at the 7th Annual Research Conference of the UAE University; organized by UAEU Research Affairs in Al-Ain Rotana Hotel during 21-23 April, 2006. 

5.  (2005). “The Impact of the Roadway Problem in the UAE”. A presentation at the 1st Regional Symposium on Roadway Traffic Safety in the UAE; organized by the Roadway Transportation & Traffic Safety Research Center (RTTSRC) of the UAE University, in Al-Ain during 11-13 March 2005.

6.  (2004). “Road Traffic Accidents in the UAE: The Debate Continues.” A presentation at the 2nd International Medical Services Congress 2004; organized by the IIR in Dubai during 10-12 October 2004.

7.  (2004). “First Aid and Casualty Handling for Sports Injuries”. A paper delivered at ‘the 7th UAE Conference and I.O.C.M.C Course in Sports Medicine’ organized to by the International Olympic Medical Committee in Dubai, during 3-5 April, 2004. 

8.  (2002). The Effectiveness of Seatbelt Legislation in the United Arab Emirates. A meeting organized by Monash Accidents Research Center (MUARC), Monash University – Melbourne, Australia. August 3-23, 2002. 

9.  (2002). Morbidity and Mortality from Road Traffic Accidents in the UAE during 1977-1998. The 1st Asian WHO Regional Conference on Safe Communities. Suwon, South Korea. February 23-28 2002. 

10.  (1999). The Economic Costs of Road Traffic Accidents in the United Arab Emirates during 1995. The Abu Dhabi Police Conference on Training Challenges of the 21st Century. Abu Dhabi, UAE. February, 1999.

11.  (1998). Trends of Road Traffic Accidents in the United Arab Emirates. The Abu Dhabi Police Conference on Technological Development and the Effectiveness of Training. Abu Dhabi, UAE. February, 1998.

12.  (1993). The Emirates Public Health Association. The first UAE Public Health Conference, Al-Ain, UAE. May 1993.
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