

Profile
I have over seven years of teaching experience and am currently working as a Class Teacher in Grade 2 at the Sheikh Zayed Private Academy for Boys in Abu Dhabi.  
My teaching experience encompassesYear 1, 2 and 5 in the UK where I was also the Subject Leader for English for the Junior School. I have also been Subject Leader for Maths anda member of the Senior Leadership Team. I am an expert in behaviour management and I am able to tailor lessons for children with a variety of abilities together with adapting the curriculum for children with special needs with whom I have a particular interest.
Education

Teacher training and University degree(s). 

01/09/10 - 01/06/10: Roehampton University Post-Graduate Teaching Qualification: Graduate Teacher Programme 

01/09/92 to 01/06/96: Kingston University Upper Second Class Degree (Honours): History of Art, Architecture and Design (UK)

Teaching Work History
February 2016 – present:
I am currently working as a Grade 2 teacher at the Sheikh Zayed Private Academy for Boys in Abu Dhabi which is a relatively new school having only been open approximately 18 months. Working with the Grade Leader, we have revised the teaching programme and content across the grade to reflect a more cross-curricular topic based learning for the children which also reflects and incorporates the standards of the American Curriculum.   This approach was in tune with my teaching experience in the UK and is proving successful at the Sheikh Zayed School in terms of the progress the children are making in Grade 2 and the increasing enjoyment and excitement they clearly feel about their learning.
September  2012 – February: Ashley Church of England Primary School, UK

Class Teacher (Year 5), English Subject Leader (Senior Management), NQT/student mentor

As well as teaching Years 2 and 5, I was also English and Maths Subject Leader and Humanities Subject Leader while at the school.
I have been trained in numerous courses across all Core and Foundation subjects together with SEN/Safeguarding/Guided Reading/Writing/Moderation for KS1 and KS2/presented at Staff Meetings and INSET days. I have also been responsible for mentoring NQT teachers in school.

Working with SLT – responsible for decision making in respect of Learning Without Levels/Limits/English Reading and Writing/Maths Assessment.

Whilst at Ashley School, I developed professionally by taking on more responsibility; liaising with and working as part of the SLT, with governors, consultants and specialists.  Ashley School was a ground-breaking school in respect of its eco-focus and enjoyed a topic-based fully cross-curricular approach in terms of the learning and skills taught to children with the emphasis in respecting and valuing the world we live in. We also worked in tandem with Prince Charles and his School of Traditional Arts to further deepen understanding of the harmonious relationship we need to adopt as global citizens.

· September 2010 – July 2012:  Grovelands Infant and Nursery School, UK

· 
Taught KS1 classes – Year 1 and Year 2

· 
Maths Subject Leader

· 
Taught extra-curricular activities including Art Club and Country dancing

In this school I was exposed to a variety of children – many from deprived backgrounds and this enabled me to become involved closely with the SENCO in ensuring the wide variety of abilities and needs of the children were catered for on a daily basis.
I have gained a wealth of experience and have built upon my knowledge and understanding of successful teaching both within and outside the classroom environment in order to maximise learning opportunities for the children.  

I encourage independent thinking and responsibility and have high expectations for the children in my class, both in terms of their learning experience and their behaviour.  I have also been involved in extra-curricular activities – netball coaching, chess club, homework club, art and dance club.
Other Work History

Prior to my career in education, I worked in Finance in the City of London and the film business which taught me to be organised, become an expert in deadline management and engage with people from all walks of life.
Other Relevant Training courses
I have been on numerous courses relating to new methods and practices across all the subject areas I teach.  I enjoy this immensely as it keeps me up to date with the impact of the changes to educational curricula – particularly in terms of how children learn and the ever-increasing need for teachers to become facilitators for children to enable them to lead their learning independently.
My personal interests include art and design – particularly from other cultures.  Working at the Sheikh Zayed school has afforded me a unique insight into Islamic and Arabic culture and I have learnt a lot from the children who are mainly Emirati nationals.  The model of learning at Ashley School was art and design focused with special reference to the ways the Islamic countries use art and design. I am also a keen salsa dance and am quite accomplished.  I taught 60 children how to take their first steps in salsa and this proved to be very successful!
References available upon request
Please see me featured on Sheikh Zayed Private Academy for Boys videos at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZFg3otvZo2TvrG1C-yTL2Q
1) Love for UAE – 45th UAE National Day SZPAB
2) Second Grade at SZPAB
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  Meeting Prince Charles at Ashley School – February 2016
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