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TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

I am a passionate and enthusiastic teacher and believe that all teaching and learning should be devised to meet the various learning styles and abilities of the individual learner from the gifted and talented to the special needs student. Over the past 24 years of my career I have maintained an active professional commitment to both school and state curriculum development in the discipline of History in the middle and senior school. My career has included various appointments on the Queensland Board of Secondary School Studies and the Queensland Studies Authority as an advisor and assessor for standards embodied in the History syllabi of the Board and Authority. 
I am committed to excellence in teaching and in student learning and have undertaken extensive training in these areas to enable me to work to best practices. Similarly, in my roles as Head of the Department of History, and more recently as Head of Faculty Social Sciences, I have been responsible for managing the curriculum and pedagogy of my teaching colleagues. My experience in the classroom, curriculum design and management of outcomes, standards, assessment and reporting have provided me with a depth of experience that has enabled me to facilitate structured learning to meet syllabus requirements and to be confident in my accountability as an educator. 

My experience and growth within the independent school system coupled with my leading role as Standards and Assessment monitor for the Queensland Board of Secondary School Studies and the Queensland Studies Authority have provided me with training to effectively teach the knowledge analysis, evaluation, communication and research skills associated with historical inquiry at a the entry level for tertiary education. I have a deep commitment to academic excellence and rigour in the discipline of History that I believe provides student with skills necessary to life long learning.

Throughout my teaching career, I have sought to involve myself in the broader curriculum of the school. As the Debating Master, I have taught debating at all levels and have coordinated Debating competitions between schools in our district and have been actively involved in coaching basketball   at interschool and club levels. Through my duties as Mentor and Tutor I have developed a rapport with my students through pastoral care and academic management and as Head of House.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

· Developing the Senior Modern and Ancient History Syllabi for the 1994 and 2004 Senior Modern and Ancient History Syllabi (external Studies) has enabled me to bring about effective learning to ensure highly academic and successful students.
· Appointment as Debating Master 1986-1996 , cementing our school as one of the leading Debating Schools in Queensland winning several State championships and training debaters to a standard to represent Australia in School debating
· Appointment of Senior English Teacher 1987-89.
· Appointment as Chief Examiner External Studies in Ancient History enabled me to develop assessments tasks for external exams and to moderate and oversee all assessment and marking to ensure standards across the State.  
· Presented seminars and workshops for the Q.H.T.A. (Queensland History Teachers Association) for Teachers of Secondary School in Queensland
· Publications – QHTA ‘The enigmatic Tutankhamun’. Co authored ‘Examining the Evidence: History ,Archaeology and Science. Jacaranda. 
· Successful coordination and escorting of history tours to the Mediterranean.
· Appointment to Head of Faculty Social sciences embodying the curriculum design , assessment management of standards and reporting and monitoring of student performance in the disciplines of  History, Modern History, Ancient History, Geography, Studies of Society and the Environment, and Studies of Religion.
CURRICULUM VITAE

1985
BA. Dip Ed University of Queensland.

1986
Appointed Senior Ancient History Teacher Stuartholme School.


BA (Hons) School of Classics and Ancient History – University of Queensland.
(25000 word Dissertation on Spartan Foreign Policy in the 5th Century BC).
1986-2007
Member of The BSSS ( Board of Secondary School Studies)  QSA (Queensland Studies Authority) District Review Panellist for Assessment and Standards Senior Ancient History
1986-2007
Organized and conducted Biennial educational tour program to the Mediterranean.
1988
Published ISTORIA- an enquiry into Ancient Near East . Gilsmith.


Enrolled as Master of Arts Candidate part time. University of Queensland. ½ completed.
1989
Delegate to The 4th Annual Conference for ‘Gifted and Talented Education’. Sydney, Australia.
1992-1996
Member of B.S.S.S. The Social Sciences advisory committee -History sub-Committee, Syllabus writing team.
1993
Appointed History Co-ordinator, Stuartholme School.
1993-1997
Presenter at Q.H.T.A Conferences : Seminars given on Athenian Foreign Policy and the Delian league / Australian Identity and the ANZAC tradition /  Enigmatic Tutankhamun ? Ankheprure Nefernefruaton – Nefertiti or Smenkhare?
1994-1996
Appointed to the BSSS External Examinations.
1995
Published Article ‘The Enigmatic Tutankhamun’, The History Teacher.

Presenter at The ‘Ipswich Girls Grammar School History Seminar ’ Enlarged , enlivened and enlightened’

1996
Co authored ‘Examining the Evidence: History ,Archaeology and Science. Jacaranda.
1997-1999
Assistant Chief, Examiner BSSS Senior Ancient History external studies.
1999-2001
Chief Examiner, BSSS Senior Ancient History external studies.
2001
Delegate to E-Learning. Microsoft and John Paul College, Brisbane Australia
2005- 
District panellist B38 Ancient History 2004 Syllabus Brisbane Central.

 
‘Standards and Assessment’
2006-
Chair person Brisbane District B38. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE - From most recent

Leadership

2008- 2004
Head of Faculty- Social sciences
2003-1993
Head of Department - History
2004

Head of House

Teaching

2008- 1986
History teacher

Ancient History teacher 

 

S.O.SE teacher 

2007

Academic Mentor History, English and S.O.S.E (Boarding School)

1986-1989
English teacher/ Middle and Senior school 

1998

Religious Education  teacher / Middle and Senior school
1988

Modern History teacher  (Briefly while teacher on Sabbatical)

Pastoral Care

Pastoral Care Mentor progressive from Grade 9 – Grade 11

Professional DEVELOPMENT

