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	Objective
	To build an interesting career and be able to use my creativity, abilities and experience to achieve great results by working alongside great people.

	
	

	Relevant Experience 
	· Commercial contracts and licensing;
· Intellectual Property, Information technology and Media non contentious and contentious advise
· Sound knowledge of local and international best practices and laws;
· Portfolio management  (such as Intel Corp, GlaxoSmithKline, Google, Mars Inc, etc for the Middle East & India Sub-continent regions),
· Possess commercial acumen to advice clients to extract maximum value from contracts, risk management and high quality in-house legal service delivery capabilities. 
I regard myself as a proactive lawyer with good organizational and leadership skills. I am adaptable to various management styles and challenges. Being an excellent team player, I value relationships at all levels and aim to settle down with a long standing career with an organization having a strong reputation. 



	Work history 
	Tatweer Dubai LLC (a member of Dubai Holding companies)  - In-house counsel, Corporate and IP department  (September 21,  2008 to 5 March 2009)

The Company is the strategic and operational driver of a select group of Dubai Government entities. Its aim is to develop new markets to serve Dubai’s progress through its various entities operating in Leisure and Entertainment (Dubailand & Global Village), Industry (Dubai Industrial City), Real Estate (Mizin), Energy, Healthcare (Dubai Healthcare City) and Hotels and Hospitality (F& &, Bawadi) (website: http://www.tatweerdubai.com). 

Main responsibilities include: 

· General commercial, IP, IT, Media and events related advisory roles;
· Drafting, negotiating and securing commercial contracts with several service providers, consultants, suppliers, vendors, manufactures and large Licence holders around the world (examples: franchise agreements,  distribution agreements, design agreements with external creative consultants, branding agreements, sponsorship contracts, purchase and supplier agreements, consultancy agreements, IP licence agreements, IT service and maintenance agreements, design agreements, brand management agreements  etc);  
· Re-negotiation and settlement of contracts, termination and discharge of rights and novation, 
· Preparation of various documents and non-contentious IP and IT advice on subjects covering NDAs, licensing, confidentiality, e-business, privacy and data protection, software protection, digital signatures and certificates, and website terms and conditions, privacy policy statements, outsourcing, software licensing, copyright and trademark assignments, recordal of assignments, image rights and release, authorship guidelines, content licensing, assignment of industrial designs, advertising and comparative advertisement issues, data protection etc.;
· General advisory services for ongoing business, drafting and/or reviewing legal documents including legally relevant correspondence, assisting employees in contract negotiations and serving as internal warning system in identifying potential legal risks etc; 

· Developing structuring alternatives (different contractual frameworks, special governmental permits, other regulatory requirements, taxes),  drafting and/or reviewing transactional documentation, exercising due diligence and assisting in closing/ execution processes;
· Assisting various free zone entities to formulate rules and regulations of international standards; 
· Assisting the corporate and its entities in defining compliance policies and putting systems in place; 
· Preparation of B2B letters and cease and desist letters, replies etc;
· Coordination with external legal advisors;
· Making sound judgment based on commercially viable options vis-à-vis litigation and arbitration solutions as received from eternal counsels to various business entities etc;
· Assisting the management of IP portfolio management and enforcement of rights;

· Efficient in-house legal service delivery capabilities and systems, contract negotiations that follow international standards and maintaining work environment/ team work/ work ethics of a premier legal department etc. 

Al Tamimi & Company, DIFC, Dubai (top tier IP/IT department)  –  IP/ IT lawyer (June 24, 2007-September 18, 2008)

Al Tamimi & Company is one of the largest law firms in the UAE (Website: http://www.tamimi.com). Responsibilities included:
· Providing advice to clients and their various business units on all commercial undertakings to maximize value and reduce risks - aligned with respective businesses’ global strategy;
· Providing a range of standard legal agreements (settlement, outsourcing, co-packer, manufacturing, assignment agreements, confidentiality agreements etc); negotiating and finalizing contracts; 

· IP licensing and technology outsourcing;
· IT contractual work - I assisted clients to draft, negotiate, outsource and enforce IT contracts such as technology transfer and e-business, issues of commercial and licensing laws, electronic contracting, privacy and data protection, domain name registration and cyber squatting, software protection, digital signatures and certificates, and website legal and privacy policy statements etc;
· IP Portfolio management of Mars Incorporated, consisting of more than 13,000 trade mark records and 72 countries; advice on all aspects of brand management, for example brand clearance searches, filing strategies – key countries vis-à-vis business priorities and cost management, trade mark prosecution, opposition, cancellation, renewal of trademarks, drafting of affidavits, brand refreshment opinions, preparing naming standards and policies, IP newsletters, brand guidelines for various key brands, review of internal systems and policies etc;
· Dispute management: Enforcement and litigation in Court and with the relevant Ministries and settlement of disputes, unfair competition and trade dress/ getup cases, parallel import issues, core infringer strategies;

· Management of external network of law firms in the MEA region optimally in a focused, efficient and effective manner and liaising with external advisors to deliver the best in-house legal solutions; 

· Preparation of legal processes and setting up standards for the business units of clients, advice on industry, regulatory, and consumer communications concerning marketing of products and periodic auditing of rights; 

· Lobbying with governments and authorities in the MEA region and negotiating with competitors on MOUs;

· Non fee earning matters: Marketing of IP services and publications, 
· Develop and deliver legal education and training to business units, created and maintain precedents, evidence of use, reputation of client in the MEA Region as well as evaluate and update the client on market intelligence. 



	
	Rouse and Co International, Dubai – Manager/ Lawyer (January 2, 2002 – June 22, 2007) 

Rouse & Co International is an International Intellectual Property practice. I was responsible for the management of several blue chip companies’ commercial portfolio work. 

· Assisting clients in the IT, Telecom, Snack Food, FMCG, Pharmaceutical, Media, Technology and Electronics sectors on all aspects of contentious and non contentious IP transactions and branding. To name a few clients, Intel Corp; Google; GlaxoSmithKline; Shell; Orange Telecom etc.;

· Preparation and negotiation of various types of IT and IP agreements, including co-existence agreements, know-how transfer, data protection, consumer agreements and settlement agreements; 
· Providing enforcement solutions, anti-counterfeiting advice, litigation strategizing IP dispute and unfair competition case management;
· Experienced in trademark prosecution work; 
· Due diligence, preparation of cease and desist letters, oppositions drafts, affidavits, court papers, filings with administrative authorities, obtaining orders,  and other legally relevant documents; 

· Domain name portfolio management and technology transfers; 

· Cost estimation and budgeting, recordal of rights; 
· Provided presentations to clients, as requested, regarding all commercially relevant subjects; 
· Case management: Worked extensively as the coordinating lawyer for businesses to liaise with external counsels, authorities, courts, investigators etc.



	
	Choice Trading Corporation, Cochin, India -  Corporate and Commercial In-house counsel (August 9, 1999 – September 24, 2001)

Choice Trading Corporation is one of the largest business conglomerates operating in areas, for example, exports, trading, shipping, travel and tourism, education, real estate projects etc. 

· Management of corporate and commercial legal affairs of the company; 

· Assisting the company board on secretarial functions, preparing minutes and updating and advising the business to adapt new regulations and rules;

· Gained hands-on experience in drafting a range of commercial, joint venture and agency agreements, partnership agreements, supply of goods agreements and MOUs; 
· Real estate regulatory work and lease and property contract management; 
· Significant litigation and compliance experience;
· Finance and banking legal formalities, cases and statutory filings;
· Labor case management and management of employment issues; 
· Various regulatory advisory roles covering export / import, quality control etc;
· Court attendance, arbitration proceedings, advising business to make commercially sound decisions etc. 
C J Joy and Associates, Cochin, India -  Junior Commercial Lawyer (November 23, 1998 – August 8, 1999)

· Assisting the senior counsels in the preparation of commercial contracts and finalization; 
· Court attendance and legal research, drafting of pleadings, minutes of board meetings of various entities;
· Labor case management and arbitration experience. 


	Publication
	1. “How to tackle fakes in the UAE”, Managing Intellectual Property Magazine, June 2008 (co-author of 2000 words article);

2. “IP violation faces criminal sanctions”, Managing Intellectual Property Magazine, April 2008;

3. “Nokia wins small victory over counterfeiters”, World Trademark Report, February 2008 and International Law Office News letter, March 2008;

4. “Sharjah Customs establishes IP Rights Enforcement Unit”, World Trademark Report, and International Law Office News letter, February 2008;

5. “Issues relating to trade name disputes clarified”, World Trademark Report, October 2007;

6. “Toothpaste design case put the squeeze on amended pleadings”, World Copyright Law Report, October 2007;

7. “Breaking up”, Copyright World, September 2006;

8. Co-authored “Amendments try to help copyright law keeps pace with technology”, World Copyright Law Report, July 2006;

9. “Court cracks down on hard-disk loading”, World Copyright Law Report, March 2006.

10. “Calculating damages”, Copyright World, March 2006;

11. “Delhi High Court Scrutinizes Marks’ Suffixes”, INTA Bulletin, November 15, 2005;

12. “Magistrate Hands Down Maximum Sentence In Warning Shots To Pirates”, World Copyright Law Report, 25 September 2005;

13. Co-authored the lead article “The Battle for Bollywood”, The Copyright World, September 2003;

14. Several In house newsletters and articles. 

	
	

	Education
	Cambridge University, UK (LL.M incomplete) 

LL.B (HONS), First Class Degree with the University Rank (MG University, Cochin, India – 1992-1997)

“General Course on Intellectual Property” WIPO Worldwide Academy from 1 October to 15 November 2003

“Advanced Course on Copyright and Related Rights” WIPO Worldwide Academy from 1 May to 10 July 2005



	Admission 
	Admitted to practice as a lawyer in India in 1998

Appearing for England and Wales this Spring



	
	

	IT Skills 
	Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Access),  Microsoft Windows 95/98, Microsoft Internet Explorer, Microsoft Outlook Express (Email), Lotus Notes, Intranet, Internet

Practice Management systems including IPPO & Elite.

	Honors 

and Activities
	University top 3 position in Law, University badminton Player, College Sports club secretary, College Moot Court team member, winner of various Essay writing competitions, winner of mathematics competitions at the school level and a trust member of “God Cares”, a  charitable trust helping poor people in India.



	Personal details
	Nationality: Indian 

Date of Birth: 15 December 1974

Languages: Fluent written and spoken English, Hindi (little), Malayalam, Arabic (pursuing)

Interests: Badminton, Tennis, Biographies, Food, Movies & Fulfilling the wishes of my 4 year old son 
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