PR / Communications Specialist with 14 years’ experience along with Journalism Skills
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Profile Statement: To achieve what others haven’t, is my drive towards being a 3 D professional -“Dedicated, Devoted, Determined” - aspiring to take on tasks which are unexplored to yield unbeatable results! I am a strong willed individual, with an eye for detail. 
Professionally, I'm willing to work 94/7 in the field of Marketing / Communications / CSR and give results yielding balance sheet with surplus! I follow my passion of journalism for networking & hunt stories for social justice cause!
I did not ever stop struggling in life now or before or shall ever stop in future! Space or Pluto is history to me!
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I was born on 16th December 1973, in Islamabad, Pakistan and ever since I got to know what is world – I always questioned? Why are we born? What is the objective of our life? I found the answer in death being the beginning of the next world. And the step in next world should begin now, so we need to sow now. 

Always I have been on the go in the professional world of Journalism / Marketing / Communications & PR / Finance and continued my academic struggle to inoculate excellence in work “I do, I think, therefore - I accomplish”
My hobbies are NOT atypical. I am a poet and I love writing out what my soul thinks. When I am free, I love to do indulge in fashion designing and in 2008 launched, PARCHE - an exclusive working women brand. My passion does not stop here, I also designed and launched Le^Orbis – rings for working women from Hong Kong. 
I love to hunt stories through journalism and then on weekends utilize my contacts in NGO sector to find a social justice solution for those who deserve it. When I am visiting Islamabad for some assignment – I socialize to build network in bureaucracy and politicians. It helps me to build business reference and also to get updates on political scenario. I keep a balance between looking after my three children and work - and I take that spirit to be inoculated in delegating work to my team by keeping the faith of love - yet a hand of discipline!
Last but not the least; I have built myself on the foundations of “Communications & Planning Tools” with extended version to reach out to all stake holders of the organization, I work with or the client who wants to shine in the blue chip database of corporate / advertising / retail world. With a sheer craze to achieve what has never been aimed or thought of as an idea – gives my mind an edge to be “different with style”. 

The crux lies in to breathe the air - before the competition breathes! My professional and academic life has many accolades to its credit which exhibits my trait of being a proven networker / client relationship achiever. 

Professional Memberships:
International:

Associate Chartered Banker                    - The Chartered Institute of Bankers in Scotland
Pakistan Affiliations:

Life Time Membership of IBP                  -  The Institute of Bankers of Pakistan

Member of ICAP                                       -  The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Pakistan
Oxford University Press                            -  Literary Networking Club

MEDIA Membership:

Pakistan Group of Journalists                    -  Chairperson, SINDH                                 
National Press club                                    -   Member Journalist in Islamabad Headquarters 

Official Journalist @Parliament News      -   National Assembly Standing Committees meetings
Career Statement: “I want to strive & strive & not yield” in the sectors of Hospitality / Retail / Entertainment &Events in the functional area of “Marketing, Communications / PR, CSR” with an aim of "timely" completion of tasks. The success falls in the domain of those who persevere and work with dedication. I also aspire the same, along with the following skills:
· Visionary Leadership                               &            Digital Media & PR Skills

· Business Acumen Skills                            &           Marketing Restructuring 

· Mentoring Team to Achieve Goals          &            Formulating Budgets with Variance Analysis

· New Product Launches                            &            Web and Print Content Development

· Global Journalists Network                     &            Creative Events Planning 

· Professional Conference Planner            &            Pro Active Account Management

· Cross Functional Product Analysis         &            CSR Planning from Retained Earnings
                                 Academic Qualifications:

Masters of Business Administration – MBA *Gold Medalist                 *Specialization:  Marketing Achieved Straight A’s in Marketing, MIS, HR Subjects

· 1998 – 2000,  Institute of Business Administration (IBA)
Bachelors of Commerce – B.Com                                    Result – 1st Division

· 1992 – 1994,  DHA Degree College for Women
Higher Secondary Certificate – HSc                                Result – A grade

· 1990 – 1992,  St Joseph’s College for Women
O’Levels – GCSE (UK)                                                                       

· 1988 – 1990,  Karachi Grammar School

                                  Professional Qualifications:

ACB:                 Associate Chartered Banker    (Scotland)

· 2012, The Chartered Institute of Bankers in Scotland 
JAIBP:               Junior Associate at Institute of Bankers Pakistan
· 2006 - 2010, Institute of Bankers Pakistan (IBP)
CA Finalist:       Chartered Accountancy
· 1995- 2002, Institute of Chartered Accountants Pakistan (ICAP)
lProfessional Training Attended:

· Institute of Bankers Pakistan:

1. Bank Lending – Legal Implications of Securities & their documentation             (2009)
2. Measuring and Managing FX Exposure& Open Position                                     (2009)
· The Chartered Bankers Institute of Scotland:

* CPE Hours Training online: (ACB)

Stress Management                          Employee handling skills

Banking law updates                        Anti Money Laundering
                                     Awards, Achievements and Publications:

Academic Awards: 

MBA   -   IBA      *Majors in Marketing            -                   2000
· Gold Medalist for securing highest CGPA & Distinction in 10 subjects 
ACADEMIC distinction in the following subjects:
*Principles of Marketing                                         *Financial Accounting

*Marketing Management                                        *Quantitative Methods in Research

*Human Resource Management                             *Management Information Systems
*Selling & Sales Management                                *Advertising & Promotion Management

*Consumer Behavior                                               *Strategic Marketing

JAIBP -   Junior Associate at IBP                      -                   2007
· Worldwide Distinction in Information Technology of Financial Services.
BCom – Bachelors of Commerce                      -                    1994
· Achieved highest grades in the following subjects - The Karachi University

· Pakistan Studies (B.Com Part 2)

· Humanities and Social Sciences(B.Com Part 2)

· Economic Analysis  (B.Com Part 1)

Professional Awards: 
· ARY Digital and Ehsaas Trust:              Electronic Media                                           (May - 2014)
Received certificate and cash reward for best reporting on THAR drought areas in order to raise funds through telethon transmission. Hosted / scripted Live Transmission from location (Broadcast TV Media).                  
· Associate Chartered Banker                    Banking Sector                                          (Dec – 2013)
The title, Associate Chartered Banker (ACB)is awarded by the Chartered Institute of Bankers in Scotland. This was conferred after passing professionally accredited examinations and I have the honor to be conferred as “first female recipient: by the SBP Governor on 5th Dec 2013. (Batch Summer 2012)

· DHA Beach Cleaning Campaign:            CSR Activity, Education Sector                     (April - 2009)

Trophy conferred by Mayor of Karachi – Syed Mustafa Kamal

Awarded trophy for doing volunteer work on conducting research and designing strategies on how to motivate citizens and create awareness on the importance of beach cleaning and protecting ocean life.

· Awarded First “Student Leader” of CASA:         Audit/Finance Sector                         (Dec - 1995)

Created landmark in history of ICAP as FIRST female Elected , Chartered Accountants Students Association and served the association for the benefit of CA students. Responsible to establish a separate treasury system too.
PUBLICATION:

· Chief Editor and Founder of MEEZAN:                                                                            (1996-1998)  
In order to provide a forum of expression to Chartered Accountant Students to voice their opinion on various global issues, an exclusive magazine was founded. It was an effort to provide a bridge between the management of the institute and the students.

Certificate Courses:

· Strategic Marketing Management              Summer Class at IBA – Karachi                          (1994)
· Management Information Systems            Training Program at PIMS                                   (1999)
· Computer Skills                                          ICAP – Karachi                                                    (2002)
Extra-curricular Activities:

	PROFESSIONAL:
	ACADEMIC:

	PRESIDENT & FOUNDER – 2002

MishaL Welfare Trust
- NGO working for the benefits of deserving females in the area of maternity rights, gender governance. Also attending to victims of natural disaster / crisis situation. Establishing resource allocation links to external stake holders.

Leadership / Organizing Skills: 

CHIEF ORGANISER of the following:

~ CASA GALA - 1996

~ PEACE WALK – 1997

~ CA EXPLORERS CLUB - 1998

~ PEACE CONCERT-    2002
~ KARACHI EXPO CENTRE – 2002

	· Gold Medalist in the Following Sports

* Karachi Grammar School- 1986-90

    ~ Discuss Throw / Shot Put / Baseball /  Netball / Softball

· School Team Member In All Sports 

· WON Naat Competition -1989

· Achieved 3rd Position in Sindh Athletic Championship – Discuss Throw

· Basketball championship team member at St.Josephs College-1992

· Unanimously Won The Elections at St.Josephs College as GEN.SECRETARY – 1992

· Won ESSAY Competition –1993

Won MODEL of the year at the talent show. 1994

Arranged Concerts of Junoon – Awaz- Strings 




Resource Mobilization & Social Work:

MISHAL WELFARE TRUST
*FOUNDER & PRESIDENT:
· Mishal Welfare Trust was formally launched in 2002 (Oct) for the benefit of females / deserving families in the area of “education, maternity rights and means of survival”. Worked on various projects related to Human Development / Disaster Management / Gender Governance.
Major Work:

EARTHQUAKE (2005): Along with Pakistan Air Force (PAF), Mishal Welfare Trust set up an emergency camp to gather lifesaving medicines food rations, warm clothes, etc.

FLOODS (2010): Gathered warm clothing for the affected families. Formulated motivational strategies for mobilize community services among the streets of the area to collect life saver items food victims. 

HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST:  I am coordinating with Women Parliamentarians on domestic violence issues and maternity health awareness programs.
VOLUNTEER WORK RENDERED
· Worked as Volunteer in Bazm-e-Fatima society for the welfare of females      1984

· Worked as volunteer at   JPMC hospital ICU Dept.                                           1990
· Worked as content writer for  Shehzad Roy’s ZINDAGI Trust –                      2004  
· Worked in the donation collection team of "Disabled Society" center               2007
· Worked in the "Beach Cleaning" campaign of DHA Community                      2009
· Worked in the Flood Relief Camp as volunteer                                                  2010
· Worked in the Journalist Camps for Relief of Citizens                                       2011 - 14
Marketing, Communications & Media: 
VISIONARY ACHIEVERS                            *Marketing / PR Agency & Ch@nge Strategists 
                                                                       Joint Venture of Advantage Business Solutions, Inc, NY, US

CEO & Director Strategic Marketing & PR / Communications:                                  2002 - to date ‘14

Visionary Achievers was formally launched on 26th October 2002. It was founded in 1999 with a mission to “Re-strategize & R-engineer” the clients’ strategy on the basis of quality and innovation. The company started to give its services in the areas of management consultancy and event planning. Also various marketing campaigns and direct sales services were offered for clients. Conferences were organized which were tailored along with the clients corporate vision. With the advent of private televisions and media freedom, the company ventured into Media / PR activities. Digital Technology changed the landscape of media & communications, thus the company re-evolved its mission to serve on parameters to “Innovate, Change and Strategize
· List of clients’:

JP COATS Pakistan Ltd, TELEC Electronics, Johnson & Johnson Pakistan Ltd, Tessori Jewelers, EBM Biscuits Ltd
TAPAL (Pvt.)Ltd, Aftab Associates,  Proctor & Gamble Pakistan Ltd, UniLevers Pakistan, Data Nation, Action Aid Pk. Reckitt & Benckinser, Soneri Bank, Prudential Bank, M-3 Marketing, Fortune Consultants, Bangash Studios Urban Planners, AAJ TV, Ehsaas, Marketing Association PK, Mehran Spices, SEEME Productions, Hotel Mehran.
· List of services:

Organizational Change Strategy               -  Pro Active Account Management     

Media Strategy(including press releases & advertisement placement in media houses)
Consumer Preference Analysis                -   Mobile Marketing Solutions
Market Restructuring                                -  Visual Merchandising

Resource Mobilization                              -  Event Management

Print & Digital Content Production          -  Product Launches
· Work Included:

1. Drafting press releases, news and magazine articles

2. To develop and manage communications plans that integrates a range of concurrent activities in all departments.

3. To facilitate development of strong relationships between the organization and it stakeholders.

4. Floating creative events on the floor. 

5. Pro-active marketing for children related events as kids play a deep role in the purchasing power

6. Setting up speaking engagements and preparing speeches for company’s senior personnel

7. Developing media plans and policies with executives in the organization

8. Directing public relations campaigns for a company or organization

9. Establishing B2B channels in alignment with company’s mission statement and operational strategies.

10. Establish and maintain standards for acceptable “employee” behavior using appropriate techniques. 

11. Provide an atmosphere conducive to individual inquiry, small group activities, research, etc

12. Develop a balanced comprehensive collection of print & electronic media campaigns to support client’s strategy
13. Designing workshops and Training females on empowerment issues 

14. Assists the team on the workstation of the client in gathering the “intelligence information”.

15. Establishing feedback loops for Real time views from the customers of the clients for quality improvement.

16. Establishing “benchmarks” for company’s performance keeping an eye on competition.

17. Training the employees of the client on complaint handling and public dealing.
                         Other Work Experience:
SASI Group of Companies

Manager Marketing & Corporate Budgets                                                                           2000 (Nov) – 2001 (Dec)

· Work Input: Responsible to look after the corporate budget and incorporate the cost-effective measures in the departmental budgets, devise revenue generating schemes, completed various assignments on marketing of real estate properties on direct selling basis.

           FORD, Rhodes, Robson & Morrow - Ernst &Young, CA firm 
Senior Auditor:                                                                                         1994(Oct) – 2000(Aug)

During the 5 years tenure at professional firm, gained considerable experience in corporate world:

·  BANKING  SECTOR  EXPOSURE: Citibank NA, HBL, ABN AMRO Bank
· Gained considerable exposure in the internal control policies of banking sector, esp. laws relating to treasury, consumer banking , KYC rules, Anti Money Laundering Policies.
·  PUBLIC  SECTOR:  Radio Pakistan, SSGC, KESC
· HOTEL INDUSTRY:  AVARI Hotel and MARRIOTT
·  CORPORATE AFFAIRS: 

*Special assignments taken to increase my understanding on “corporate communications” and legal issues related to various companies. Attended to legal compliance issues for clients. 
· OTHER  Sectors: 

Garments / Pharma / NGO / Insurance / Hotel / Construction / PRE-SHIPMENT / SECURITY AGENCIES / AIRLINE INDUSTRY etc. (FRRM) Cont.
News Media:
1. Working as a Special Correspondent / Political Analyst / Journalist for “Print Media” and “Electronic Media” on freelance basis since 2009  to date 2014 

2. Have covered stories / events related to the following:

· International News: Iran Historic Deal, Hezbollah Sanctions Bill, Flight MH 370, Ukraine Crisis
· Speech Analysis of President Obama / PM Netanyahu / Iran & Turkish Officials
· Parliament - NA News (Off the gallery / Press Gallery)

· Senate Session Correspondence

· Women Parliamentarians (Achievements & Future Plans)

· Business Correspondence (Analysis of SBP news / KSE / Tax implications etc)

· Social / economic impact of the disasters 

· General Elections 2013
· Follow up news of Senate and NA Sessions
· Bomb Blasts and Forensic Investigation follow up

· Crime stories and its social  impact

· Hillary Clinton Election coverage, David Cameroon Team 2015

· Syrian conflict war / Geneva conferences

· Boko Haram and Nigerian Girls

· Overseas Pakistanis stories and HR Cell at Supreme court
· Pakistan Protection Ordinance  (All Parliament Sessions from Oct 2103 to 2nd July 2014)
3. Published / Commissioned work at:
· The Daily Times               &       Diplomatic International Magazine

· The Nation                        &       Pushtoon Women Organization (NGO)

· Dawn Media Group          &       The Friday Times (TFT)     

· Dubainews.tk                    &       Overseas Magazine

· GITEX Times                   &        Daily Nai Baat 
4. Registered Senior Journalist @SHOW STEPPERS– American Press Agency catering to GITEX, IFA, CES & all global consumer, business and press events held mainly in UAE, UK& America.

6. Electronic Media Experience:

ARY Digital and Ehsaas Trust: Jan 2014 to July 2014 
Involved in LIVE telethon transmission with the broadcast media in order to raise funds for Ehsaas Trust every week, 5 hour LIVE Transmission is done to raise funds for the deserving people. Learnt lot of technical& production aspects and was touched by spirit of Tharees to “Live with a Smile!”

ARY News: PALESTINE Transmission for GAZA Hospitals -When Air strikes erupted on Gaza, 8th July, did live transmission on motivating overseas Pakistanis to donate money online for medical supplies. Handled Live calls from Palestine and also coordinated with PWO – Palestine Welfare Organization for orphans’ children needs for medical supplies. 
CNBC:                                                                            *Freelance                                    May 2011 to June 2013 
Correspondent for Political beats    
DIN News                                                                      *Freelance                                    May 2010 to April 2011
Reporter on Social Issues and Political updates
ARY Digital – Asst. Manager Communications         *Full Time                                    2002 (Nov) to 2003 (Oct)

Responsible to lay out communications & marketing strategies for newly set up of a TV channel. 

Contributed towards the TV channel revenue generation through IVR network. Also organized live concerts held on a large scale e.g. Dream world resort, Cricket Stadium etc. Established web content for the TC Channel website 
PTV - Pakistan Television Network                    *Freelance                                2001 (Feb) to 2002 (Sept)                           Anchor for Consumer Watch     Work Input: Conducted research work related to rights of the consumers and the laws of protection of consumer rights pertaining to violation of manufacturing/packaging issues. Responsible to write content of the program “Consumer Watch” for awareness among the viewers/public about the hazards of using sub-standard products. Also initiated the idea of eliciting Public Opinion from the streets of the city.
                                                   Seminars and Workshops:
Professional Trainer:  Arranged content / audience interactive sessions: 2010 - 2014
Finance for non- finance executives’                Delegating Job not Work

Abraham Maslow Theory                                 How to motivate your employees?

Stress Management                                           Leader or Manager? – For Success
Banking Sector:
· Institute of Bankers Pakistan
Bank Lending – Legal Implications of Securities & their documentation                   (2009)
Measuring and Managing FX Exposure & Open Position                                         (2009)
Education Sector:
· Greenwich University
1.  Invited as a guest speaker on Consumer Behavior                                                       (2006)     

      2.  Facilitator for seminar on “how to conduct successful events”                                        (2004)
· Preston University: 
1. Invited as a guest speaker on Leadership skills                                                                 (2001)                                      
2. Conducted Talk Show on Stress Management (Holiday Inn) Multan                                (1999)
                                                   Recent Achievements:
· Award by Governor SBP for attaining ACB designation :     2013 December 
The title, Associate Chartered Banker (ACB) is awarded by the Chartered Institute of Bankers in Scotland. This was conferred after passing professionally accredited examinations and I have the honor to be conferred as “first female recipient: by the SBP Governor on 5th Dec 2013. (Batch Summer 2012)
· Sindh Police 2014
Working as a social worker and a journalist, with the female officers to research on the problems of citizens and working female issues.      Proactive Women Policing” - Organized seminars on Proactive Policing along with the Sindh Police department to create awareness for female rights & motivate them to join police.
· Chairperson, Sindh – Pakistan Group of Journalists (PGOJ) 2014
Recently nominated as Provincial Chairperson, Sindh - to lead PGOJ in order to provide platform to the problems of journalists and voice their rights for safety provisions. 
· CAP       CITIZENS ADVOCACYPLATFORM           “Know Your Rights”
Founder & President: A platform to lobby for the “Rights of Citizens” under the following categories:           1. Capacity building       2. Female Empowerment       3.Right of Education                 4.Police Reforms                 5.Domestic ViolencE    6. Youth Enrichment   7.Overseas Pakistanis Problems        8.Employment Creation
· DUBAI –GITEX Technology Week @ Dubai World Trade Center    Oct 2014
Represented as a journalist from Pakistan at the much awaited GITEX event. Covered Kuwait and Abu Dhabi - Ministry of Finance for GITEX Times..
FUTURE: Press Invitation at MWC 2015 (Mobile World Congress 2015), representing as the only journalist from Pakistan to take part in Barcelona, Spain– from 1st March to  4th March 2015
	



