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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I have been teaching children of different ages and abilities for the past 15+ years.  All of these have been teaching in Special Needs Education.
I have built a career specializing in dealing with special needs learners classified on the following categories: Moderate & Severe learning difficulties, Children with Multiple learning difficulties, Language and Developmental Delay, Visually Impaired, Spectrum of Autism, Behavioural Problems and Dyslexia.
I find working with children with special needs very fulfilling and education is a passion I pursue in earnest.

Throughout the years, I was extremely desirous to provide the best education to learners with special needs due to the strong belief that they deserve the opportunity to enhance their potential. And I succeeded into my goal of helping them through my natural ability to work along with them, recognize their potential and easily sense their special needs.  

I therefore regard my role of a teacher as that of an agent, with a heartfelt calling, to assist children and young people to fulfil the potential created within them.

Thus, with the depth of expertise I have, I believe I can deliver positive contributions that could best meet your needs. Should you wish to explore my skills and abilities, I am available for any meeting to discuss possible employment opportunities. You can contact me directly on the mobile and e-mail address mentioned above.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

CURRICULUM VITAE

	PROFILE SUMMARY
Highly compassionate teacher with an excellent understanding and appreciation for children of all ages, especially those with special needs. I find working with children having special needs very fulfilling and education is a passion I pursue in earnest for I strongly believe that children deserve the opportunity to develop their potential to the best of their ability. Therefore, my role as an educator will be regarded as that of an agent, with a heartfelt calling to assist children and young people to fulfil the potential within them. -  
A successful and noble teacher with 15+ years of progressive experience in educating Pre-primary, Primary and Special Needs Learners in South Africa & UAE having proven track record of success in Management, Organization and Public Relations. Acts naturally as a diligent leader who sees problems as an opportunities and whose objective is to attain positive results and provide the best service possible. Also works effectively with an optimism and eagerness to learn more towards professional development and career growth.  


	PERSONALITY & STRENGTHS

	· Enthusiastic, positive and hardworking individual.
· Sensitive, kind hearted, endearing, caring, patient, creative, loyal and flexible educator.

· Works effectively with colleagues with a warm and pleasant disposition.
· Natural ability to work with children and to recognize their potential.
· Able to sense special needs and circumstances concerning a child
· Perseverance to help children with special needs though hardly any gains are visible.


	Career Snapshot
	

	

	Learning Enhancement Coordinator
	Sept 08 – Present

	Horizon School(Member of the British Schools in the Middle East), Dubai, United Arab Emirates

	

	Special Needs Teacher
	Sept 06 – Sept 08

	Full Time Private Tuition, Dubai, United Arab Emirates


	

	Department Head
	Aug 03 – Aug 04

	Senior Teacher
	Apr 01 – Jul 03

	Teacher
	Oct 97 – Mar 01

	Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind, Bloemfontein, South Africa

	

	Educational Kinesiologist
	Jan 94 – Sept 97

	Elena Swaters Els Practice, Bloemfontein, South Africa

	

	Education Advisor
	Jan 93 – Dec 93

	Destinatum (Educational Company), Bloemfontein, South Africa
	


	Achievements
	

	

	· Gained outstanding experience in handling children with special needs including moderate and severe learning difficulties, multiple learning difficulties, behavioural problems, visually impaired, blind learners and dyslexia.
· Divided the pre-primary class for visually impaired learners into 2 groups (as a consequence of children of different ages and levels of functioning, as well as degree of disability, who were all grouped in 1 class) to accommodate and provide a healthier learning environment.

· Obtained sponsorship and funding (for above-mentioned learners with multiple disabilities) from the Hilton Perkins School for the Blind in the United States, that lead to the opening of a facility to address each child’s educational needs in order to fulfil his / her full potential.
· Successfully researched, adapted and implemented the new National Curriculum to suit the individual needs of visually impaired learners and learners with learning difficulties.
· Effectively taught different cultural groups and different ages with special needs and ensured that each child achieve full potential in learning.
· Rose from the ranks at Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind started as Teacher to become the Department Head and acknowledged by the School Director for excellent work done.
· Managed own business while assisting children and adults with various learning difficulties.

· Professional advised education sector on the selection of educational courses that will suit present demands in the market as well as accommodate the needs of special children.

· Acquired profound experience in management and public relation.


	Elena Els
	

	

	Areas of Expertise
	

	

	· Adept in dealing with students classified on the following categories: Moderate & Severe learning difficulties, Children with Multiple learning difficulties, Language and delay, Visually impaired, Spectrum of Autism, Behavioural Problems and Dyslexia.
· Employ various techniques in order to promote learning. Teaching methods will vary depending on the disability that includes individualized instruction.

· Considerable skills in preparing an educational program that will set personalized goals for learners and outline specific steps to prepare them for higher level of learning abilities.

· Ensure the availability of resources or appropriate materials which will be used in instruction.

· Modify the general education curriculum for special-needs students based upon a variety of instructional techniques and technologies.

· Teach students personal development skills and independence.

· Involve in students’ behavioural, social and academic development, helping them develop emotionally, feel comfortable in social situations and be aware of acceptable behaviour. 

· Regularly communicate with parents to inform them of their child’s progress and suggest techniques to promote reinforcement at home.
· Maintain accurate and complete student records and prepare reports on learners and activities, as required by laws, district policies, and administrative regulations.

· Confer with parents and other professionals to develop individual educational plans designed to promote learners' educational, physical, and social development. 
· Attend professional meetings, educational conferences, and teacher training workshops to maintain and improve professional competence.


	Proven Job Role
	

	Learning Enhancement Coordinator - Horizon School
· Overseeing the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEN policy.
· Assessing and screening students referred by teachers.
· Developing appropriate programmes. Monitoring and evaluating the implementation of interventions to track and maintain pupils’ progress.

· Liaising with teachers.
· Liaising with parent of pupils with learning difficulties.
· Coordinating with external agencies.   



	Special Needs Teacher – Full Time Private Tuition
· Taught 2 boys, aged 4 & 6 with Language & Development delay and spectrum of Autism.
· Employed special educational strategies and techniques during instruction to enhance learning process such as:
1) Proprioceptive Therapy - Rhythmic Movements

2) Educational Kinesiology - Brain Gym

3) Primitive and Postural Reflexes

4) Applications at Behaviour Analysis



	Head of Department - Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind, Bloemfontein, South Africa
· Assisted with the day-to-day management of the school, which comprises of: General Administration, scheduling timetable, controlling the teachers’ planning and preparation, as well as conducting meetings.

· Oversaw the changes in the syllabus and assisted in its implementation.

· Managed and assisted teachers and liaised between Education Department and colleagues.

· Taught Intermediate Phase and Grade 7 on Mathematics and Technology subjects for learners between the ages of 10 and 16, who are blind or partially sighted and/or have learning difficulties/behavioural problems.
· Responsible for the selection and procurement of text books and learning materials.
· Provided feedback to parents concerning the development of their children.

· Responsible in organizing field trips and excursions for the learner’s development.



	Senior Teacher - Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind, Bloemfontein, South Africa
· Responsible for teaching children aged 10-16 with special educational needs on the following subjects: Mathematics, Language, Arts & Culture.
· Developed structures and systems to meet the needs of the children. 
· Planned and prepared lessons to assist the diverse special educational needs of learners in the school and to adapt curriculum to their level.
· Provided counselling to children and their parents with regards to self-concept, acceptance, motivation and general living. 
· Was in charge of reporting and assessment.  


	
	

	

	Teacher - Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind, Bloemfontein, South Africa
· Taught blind and partially sighted children aged 3-7 and with multiple disabilities aged 4-14 with main focus on the following subjects: Numeracy, Literacy, Life Skills, Perceptual Development, Tactual Stimulation, Art Activities, and Music.

· Planned and compiled lessons as well as learner support materials according to the National Curriculum and adapted it to suit special educational needs of learners with different levels of functioning. 

· Crafted equipments by means of creativity to enhance teaching and concepts learned.

· Successfully obtained sponsorship to fund the class for the children with multiple disabilities, through Hilton Perkins funds. 

· Created a healthier environment and more specialized education for the two groups of children by separation, as well as the introduction of a Teacher’s Assistant.



	Educational Kinesiologist - Elena Swaters Els Practice, Bloemfontein, South Africa
· Held presentations at various institutions regarding special needs education.

· Provided individual therapy for children with different learning difficulties.

· Conferred with parents and discussed their children's progress; determined priorities for them and their resource needs; and developed and implemented individual educational strategies and plans designed to meet their needs and promote their development.



	Education Advisor – Destinatum, Bloemfontein, South Africa
· Conducted interviews and provided feedback to parents after the child’s evaluation.

· Served as branch head responsible for coordinating activities of advisors, holding information sessions, keeping records of financial status as well as supervising new advisors.

· Successfully marketed and presented educational courses.


	Education
	

	

	Higher Diploma in Education, University of South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa 

	2002

	Certificate Course in Education, Teacher Training College, Pretoria, South Africa

	1992

	Courses, Workshops, Seminars
	

	

	2009
	· Applications at Behaviour Analysis to the Treatment of Autism, presented by Catherine Minch (M.A. Psychology, B.C.B.A, USA), Dubai, UAE

	2008
	· Dyscalculia training, presented by Dr. Steve Chinn (UK), Dubai, UAE 

· Numicon, presented by Ramey Tacon (UK) Training Director, Dubai, UAE

· Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) training presented by Jason Garner, M. A. Psychology (Australia), Child Early Intervention Medical Centre for Autism Related Disorders, Dubai, UAE

· Vision Circles, presented by Caroll Ann Erickson (USA), International Faculty, Educational Kinesiology Foundation, Dubai, UAE

	2007
	· Movement, the Brain and Learning 

· The Primitive and Postural Reflexes and their effect on our physical, emotional and mental development. Presented by Brendan O’Hara, an accomplished International Lecturer from Australia, Dubai, UAE

· International Workshop – Brain Gym® 101 & 102 presented by Edith Laidlaw, a certified Instructor/ Consultant and professional Member of the Edu-K Foundation and the International Kinesiology College, Dubai, UAE

· Introduction Course in MAKATON Signs, presented by Dubai Community Health Center, Dubai, UAE

	2005
	· Profound and Moderate Learning Difficulties Course, presented by STRIDE Training, London, UK

	1998-2004
	· Content of National Educations Policy Document

· Subject Policies

· Macro- and Micro Planning

· Lesson Development

· Lesson Planning

· Adaptations to content for children with special educational needs

· Content of Revised National Curriculum Statement

· Presented by Free State Department of Education, Bloemfontein, RSA 


	
	

	

	Cont’d…

	2003
	· Education of Deaf-blind Children and Children with Multiple Disabilities, presented by Perkins School for the Blind (USA), Pretoria, RSA

	2002
	· Mathematics in Braille, presented by the South African National Council for the Blind, Pretoria, RSA

· Education of Deaf-blind children and Children with Multiple Disabilities presented by Perkins School for the Blind (USA), Pretoria, RSA

	2001
	· Education of Deaf-blind children and Children with Multiple Disabilities 2, presented by Perkins School for the Blind (USA), Pretoria, RSA

	1999
	· Activities of Daily Living Skills, presented by Bartimea School for the Deaf and Blind, Thaba Nhcu, RSA

· Education of Children with Learning Difficulties and Children with Multiple Disabilities and the Deaf 1, presented by the Association for persons with disabilities, Bloemfontein, RSA

	1998
	· Life Skills Co-coordinators Course: Low Vision, presented by Optima College, Pretoria, RSA

	1993-1996
	· Brain gym I®: The lateral brain

· Brain gym II®: The whole brain

· Vision circles

· Vision gym

· The Physiological Basis of Education Kinesiology

· Edu-Kinesthetics in Depth

· Educational Brain gym® Teacher Practicum

· Total Care Repatterning

· Handwriting and Brain gym®

· Presented by Prof. Carla Hannaford from the Educational Kinesiology Foundation (USA), Johannesburg, RSA


	Other Details
	

	

	Extra Curricular Activities
· Presented Brain Gym classes for children with additional disabilities in the afternoons. 

· Gave Brain Gym classes for blind Grade 12 learners (school leavers).

· Involved with organization and launching of Blind Cricket in the school.

· Active member of the Executive Cultural Committee and with different cultural organizations.
· Giving “Dance Writing” as an after school activity.
Voluntary Experience
· Participated with various fundraising initiatives.

· Volunteered at Breakspeare Special Needs School, United Kingdom.
· Tutoring children with dyslexia, learning difficulties, and slow learners

· Taught Numeracy classes for adult blind learners, at the Tshimologo Centre for Adult Basic Education and Training. Responsible for compiling of learning programmes.  

· Involved with organization and launching of Blind Cricket in Bartimea. Also a Team Manager of the Free State Blind Cricket team at the National Tournament held in Bloemfontein.



	Personal Details
	

	

	Nationality
	:
	South African

	Date of Birth
	: 
	31st October 1968

	Marital Status
	: 
	Married

	IT Skills
	:
	MS Office, Internet and E-mail applications

	Languages
	:
	English & Afrikaans

	Driving License
	:
	International
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